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CONFIDENTIAL CASABLANCA 0351 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB PINT SOPN MO 

SUB J : UMT DAILY PERMANENTLY CEASES PUBLICATION 

1. SUMMARY: UMT SECGEN MAHJOUB BEN SEDDIK HAS DECIDED TO 
PERMANENTLY CEASE PUBLICATION OF UNION S DAILY NEWSPAPER, 
SUSPENDED SINCE MARCH 3. REASONS FOR PAPER'S DEMISE ARE 
PRIMARILY FINANCIAL, AND WITH SEVERAL NEW DAILIES SOON 
SCHEDULED TO APPEAR BEN SEDDIK BELIEVES HE CAN NO LONGER 
COMPETE. FINAL LOSS OF ITS ONLY MOUTHPIECE IS A MAJOR BLOW 
TO UMT ANDITS POLITICAL ALLIES, WHOSE FORTUNES CONTINUE TO 
PLUMMET. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN CONVERSATION MAY 13 UNION MAROCAINE DU TRAVAIL (UMT) 
SECGEN MAHJOUB BEN SEDDIK TOLD LABOFF THAT UNION'S DAILY 
PAPER MAGHRED INFORMATIONS IS QUOTE FINISHED FOR 

GOOD UNQUOTE. (COMMENT: PAPER HAS NOT APPEARED SINCE 
SUSPENSION MARCH 3 WHEN IT FAILED TO GIVE PROPER ATTENTION 
TO ANNIVERSARY OF KING S ASCENT TO THRONE. END COMMENT) 

3. BEN SEDDIK S REASONS FOR CEASING PUBLICATION OF PAPER 
ARE PRIMARILY FINANCIAL AND ARE ONLY INDIRECTLY RESULT OF 
SUSPENSION WHICH WAS TEMPORARY. PRIMARY CAUSE PAPER'S DEMISE 
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BUT HAD LIMITED ADVERTISING AND SUBSCRIBERS. IMPREGIMA, 

UMT-OWNED PRINTING PLANT, HAS AGING PRESSES DESPERATELY IN 
NEED OF REPLACEMENT. FINALLY, BEN SEDDIK SAYS PAPER COULD 
NOT HOPE TO COMPETE WITH SOON-TO-APPEAR QUOTE SUBSIDIZED 
COMPETITION UNQUOTE. IN THIS CONTEXT, HE SAYS USFP (BOUABID) 

HAS RECENTLY PURCHASED ULTRAMODERN EQUIPMENT FOR FRENCH 
LANGUAGE DAILY. WHILE ALI YATA'S PPS IS TO BEGIN PUBLICATION 
TWO DAILY PAPERS, ONE IN FRENCH, ONE IN ARABIC. (COMMENT: 

WE BELIEVE UMT PAPER MAY HAVE BEEN PARTIALLY SUBSIDIZED BY 
COMMUNIST WFTU WHOSE LINE IT FOLLOWED FAITHFULLY. BEN SIDDIK 
HAS LONG COMPLAINED TO FINANCIAL BURDEN PAPER IMPOSED ON 
UNION, AND DIMINUTION OF ANY WFTU SUPPORT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
ENOUGH TO DRIVE IT UNDER. END COMMENT). 

4. DISAPPEARANCE OF MAGHRED INFORMATIONS CAN ONLY BE SEEN 
AS ANOTHER POLITICAL DEFEAT FOR UMT AND ITS POLITICAL ALLIES 
(UNFP) FOR WHOM PAPER WAS ALSO A MOUTHPIECE. ALTHOUGH IT 
HAD LIMITED APPEAL TO MASSES, IT WAS WIDELY READ BY BUSINESSMEN 
AND OTHERS INTERESTED IN LABOR AFFAIRS AND THE FORTUNES OF 
THE UMT. IT WAS PET PROJECT OF BEN SEDDIK S WHO PERSONALLY 
SUPERVISED ITS CONTENTS. HE ONCE TOLD LABOFF THAT QUOTE 
FOR US PAPER IS A SYMBOL THAT WE EXIST UNQUOTE. THE PAPER 
IS NOW GONE, AND SO IS MUCH OF UMT S PAST POLITICAL CLOUT. 

BRUBECK 
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